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Introduction 
The issue of the British Commonwealth 1935 silver jubilee (term used to describe a 
celebration held to mark a 25th anniversary) stamps to commemorate 25 years of rule by 
King George V also initiated the concept of "omnibus issues" that has provided a pattern for 
a series of royal commemoratives over the past 50 years that have introduced countless 
collectors to the hobby.  The Windsor Castle design used on the majority of this omnibus 
issue (some countries like the United Kingdom and South Africa had different designs) by 
Hugo Fleury is one of the most impressive produced in the 20th century and its reproduction 
in the recess process by three of the leading stamp printing firms of the era has provided a 
subject for philatelic research that has yet to be exhausted.  (Stanley Gibbons, 2019) 
 
The three printers used were Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co and Waterlow and Sons, who both 
produced fifteen issues, together with De La Rue & Co who printed fourteen.  They all used a 
series of vignette (centre) plates coupled with individual frame plates for each value.  All 
were taken from dies made by Waterlow.  Several worthwhile varieties exist on the frame 
plates but most interest has been concentrated on the centre plates, each of which was used 
to print a considerable number of different stamps.  (Stanley Gibbons, 2019) 
 
The St Helena 1935 silver jubilee stamps were printed by De La Rue and this article will only 
address the varieties emanating from this printer.  The four stamps issued (1½d, 2d, 6d and 
1s) had perforation 13½ x 14 and were printed on Multiple Script CA paper in sheets of 
10 rows x 6 stamps. 
 
At present only four vignette varieties are listed for the St Helena 1935 silver jubilee issue 
(for the different values) in the Stanley Gibbons Commonwealth and British Empire Stamps 
1840 – 1970 catalogue.  These varieties, together with the single frame variety listed, will be 
discussed below; along with other varieties that have become known through the years, most 
notably emanating from work by members of the George V Silver Jubilee Study Circle (as 
published in their "The Flagstaff" journal), as well as personal research. 
 
Listed vignette varieties 
Table 1 shows the listed vignette varieties for St Helena’s silver jubilee issue (as illustrated in 
Figure 1), the different stamp values that the varieties are present on, relevant plate number, 
and row and stamp positions.  For positional identification of varieties it should be noted that 
the St Helena issue was printed by De La Rue with sheets that were initially printed with 
plate numbers, but in many instances these were subsequently trimmed off.  However, 
surviving examples do enable a positive identification of six centre plates, namely 2A, 2B, 
(2A), (2B), 4 and 4/.  The evidence of sheet markings and plate flaws clearly demonstrate 
that there were two different pairs of plates numbered 2A 2B.  The second pair is designated 
(2A) (2B) by specialist collectors to avoid further confusion.  (Stanley Gibbons, 2019) 
 

Table 1  St Helena 1935 silver jubilee listed vignette varieties. 
 

Variety/value 1½d 2d 6d 1s Plate No Row/stamp

diagonal line by turret     2A 10/1 + 10/2 

dot to left of chapel     2B 8/3 

dot by flagstaff     4 8/4 

dash by turret     4 3/6 
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Figure 1  Stanley Gibbons listed vignette varieties. 



 
Listed frame variety 
The only listed frame variety by Stanley Gibbons is the frame printed double, one albino 
variety - best described as an embossed frame printed without ink, offset slightly with the 
inked printed frame and thus the embossed frame can be seen (Cooper, 2004).  It is 
speculated that the first variety is caused by the vignette sheet being passed through the 
frame printing, dry of ink, to check registration and with the nature of recess printing causing 
an embossed effect of the frame prior to inking and printing (Cooper, 1992).  If the 
registration dry run was perfect then no embossed albino frame would be seen. 
 
Albino frames have been described for Antigua, British Solomon Islands with nine examples 
known, Fiji, Northern Rhodesia with eight examples known, St Helena and St Lucia with one 
example known (Cooper, 2004).  At present only three examples of the St Helena albino 
variety are known and illustrated below in Figures 2a, 2b and 2c. 
 

 
 

Figure 2a  Frame printed double, one albino variety - the displacement of the frame lines 
and value tablet 2 mm below and 1 mm to left of printed impression. 
 

 
 

Figure 2b  Frame printed double, one albino variety - the displacement of the frame lines 
and value tablet 2 mm below and 1,5 mm to left of printed impression. 
 

 
 

Figure 2c  Frame printed double, one albino variety - the displacement of the frame lines 
and date tablet 1 mm above and 2 mm to left of printed impression. 
 
All three the impressions in Figures 2a - 2c have different positioning of the albino embossed 
frame and the printed impression.  This must mean that more than one sheet could have 
obtained albino printings.  However, after eighty plus years only three stamps have surfaced 
thus far. 



 
Unlisted varieties 
The unlisted varieties are addressed per value and are of similar proportions to the current 
listed varieties.  For the 1½d there are three varieties occurring on specimen stamps, thus 
emanating from either Plate 2A or Plate 2B, namely a line northwest of "S", red lines under 
"C" and intrusions on frame (illustrated in Figure 3). 
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Figure 3  Unlisted 1½d varieties on specimen stamps. 
 
For the 2d there is a blue lines above "WI" and at shore variety on a specimen stamp and 
must then be, similar to the 1½d, from either Plate 2A or Plate 2B and illustrated in Figure 4.  
Also on the 2d there is a dot to right of chapel variety and a broken flagstaff variety (see 
Figure 4).  The latter variety is present on 2d, 6d and 1s values. 
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Figure 4  Unlisted 2d varieties. 
 
For the 6d there are two varieties present on specimen stamps and thus from the first plates 
used for this issue.  These are the line on top of tower and diagonal line at flagstaff base 
varieties, both illustrated in Figure 5.  There are also a line through six, two dots in water and 
line left of tower varieties present on the 6d and illustrated in Figure 5. 
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Figure 5  Unlisted 6d varieties. 
 
In addition to the above there are also a diagonal line through stamp and value tablet re-
entry varieties (ghost/double printings of southwest tablet lines), see Figure 6.  The latter 
variety is similar to the listed 2½d re-entry on value tablet Falkland Islands stamp (SG140l).  
Two examples are shown in Figure 6, one on white paper and one on cream paper. 
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Figure 6  Additional unlisted 6d varieties. 



 
For the 1s three varieties are present, right tower spike, line left of tower and line above "E" 
and all three illustrated in Figure 7. 
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Figure 7  Unlisted 1s varieties. 
 
Listed varieties on specimen stamps 
All values issued for the St Helena 1935 silver jubilee issue had specimen stamps perforated 
by De La Rue and issued to the International Bureau in Switzerland for distribution to the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU) member countries.  A total of 421 specimen stamps (Donen, 
2003) were prepared for each value and with 60 stamps per sheet means a maximum of 
seven sheets used for that purpose.  (The extra single stamp to make up the 421 specimen 
stamps is generally accepted to be taken from an inspected sheet that failed an acceptance 
test but one of the stamps was considered suitable for UPU purposes.) 
 
Of all the listed varieties for the St Helena 1935 silver jubilee issue only the diagonal line at 
turret variety has thus far been found on specimen stamps, present on the 1½d and 2d 
values (Donen, 2004).  For both values the specimen stamps emanate from four Plate 2A 
plus three Plate 2B sheets, or vice versa, as two plates of 60 stamps each were used to print 
the vignette sheets (Donen, 2018).  With the diagonal line by turret variety occurring twice on 
Plate 2A it means that a maximum of only eight 1½d and eight 2d perforated specimen 
stamps with the variety can exist.  The diagonal line at turret variety on specimen stamps is 
illustrated in Figure 8a and 8b for both the 1½d and 2d stamps respectively. 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Figure 8a  1½d variety on specimen stamp. 
 

Figure 8b  2d variety on specimen stamp. 
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