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= Without prejudice =  
  
October 2008 
 
 
The Secretary 
Philatelic Federation of South Africa 
PO Box 9248 
Cinda Park  
1463 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Jill 
 

ACTIVITIES OF PHILATELIC SERVICES DURING 2007/8 
 
Misappropriated philatelic material 
During 2004 and in an armed robbery, philatelic material was stolen from the South African Post Office Museum and in 
2007, printers’ proofs were stolen from Philatelic Services, Pretoria. These incidents were and continue to be investigated 
by the relevant authorities and where necessary, punitive measures taken. 
  
The South African Post Office has been advised that some of the said stolen material, as listed below, is presently 
appearing on the commercial market for trading: 
 
Material stolen from the Post Office Museum: 

 Any commemoratives between 1979 'Health Year' through to 1982 'Prehistoric Animals' which are in uncut panes 
of 4 or 8 sheetlets, i.e. with horizontal and vertical gutters between the sheets (between SACC 467/513 and 
536/39).  

 Any miniature sheets between 1979 'Roses' and 1982 'Prehistoric Animals' in uncut panes of 12 or 18 m/sheets 
(between SACC m/s 6/12).  

 1980 Aerogrammes three values 5c, 10c and 15c in uncut format (6 up)  
 1988 Coils and 1993 coils in uncut format and 1995/96 Readers Digest uncut strips imperf horizontally logo in 

five different colours as issued.  
 1993/96 Booklets in uncut format.  
 1993 6th Definitive Series in uncut double pane sheets of 100 stamps values 1c to R20 (the R1,50, R10 and R20 in 

uncut sheets of 10 stamps each) plus imperf uncut double pane sheets in each instance.  
 1995/97 Miniature Sheets imperf in uncut format from 1995 Singapore through to 1997 World Post Day (15 

separate issues)  
 1998/2000 Miniature Sheets imperf in uncut format from 1998 Year of the Tiger to 2000 Junass issue (14 separate 

issues)  
 1998/99 Commemoratives imperf sheetlets in uncut format from 1998 N.S.R.I. through to 1999 U.P.U. 125th 

Anniversary (6 separate issues).  
 1999/2000 Commemoratives imperf sheetlets in uncut format from 1999 'Sailing the Southern Oceans through to 

2000 Medicinal Plants (11 separate issues).  
 1998/99 Standardised Mail in uncut booklet format imperf sheetlets from 1998 Buck series through to 1999 Aids 

Awareness (9 separate issues).  
 1996/98 Commemoratives imperf sheets uncut format from 1996 Soccer through to 1998 Eastgate issue including 

uncut miniature sheets over the same period (32 separate issues).  
 2000 7th Definitive Series 15 values between 5c to R10.00 imperfs in uncut 4 pane sheets of 50 each (200 total per 

sheet) plus uncut format booklets. 
 
Printers’ proofs stolen from Philatelic Services, Pretoria: 
 
Uncut printing proof sheets of stamps that were issued in 2005: 
 

 The Dignified Blue (2004 issue) 
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 Chinese lunar year of the rooster 
 The 100th anniversary of Rotary International 
 South African landscapes 
 Small animals 
 The 50th anniversary of the Freedom Charter 
 South African folklore 
 The World Year of Physics 
 Shaping the Energy Future 
 Christmas 2005 
 “Hello” in 11 SA languages 
 Prevention of blindness 
 Seventh definitive reprints: 

o R2 - 2004/11/24 - 7859, 7860, 7861, 7862  
o R20 - 2004/11/26 - 7971, 7872, 7873, 7874  
o 30c - 2004/11/25 - 7839, 7840, 7841, 7842  
o 30c - 2004/05/10 - 7755, 7756, 7757, 7758  
o 5c - 2004/05/05 - 7743, 7744, 7745, 7746  

 
This lists of material are deemed complete, at present, but could be increased /or decreased in the future. 
 
It must be noted that the stolen printers’ proofs, albeit of collectable value, are not included in the official inventory and/or 
products of the South African Post Office and therefore have no monetary value. 
 
The South African Post Office advises that the material, aforementioned, was illegally removed and constitutes stolen 
property belonging to the Post Office.  
 
All parties in the philatelic industry are hereby warned that all the listed material has been blacklisted and anybody found to 
be in possession of these items will be regarded as being in possession of stolen property. This constitutes a criminal 
offence and if one is charged with the possession of stolen property and found guilty thereof, the consequences are follows: 

 a criminal record,  
 a fine which could be accompanied by a suspended sentence, alternatively 
 direct imprisonment. 

 
Furthermore, dealing in stolen property is also serious a criminal offence.  
 
The South African Post Office confirms that stringent measures are being taken to safeguard all of its products and kindly 
requests that anyone with any information, whatsoever, regarding the stolen material to contact Johan van Wyk on (012) 
845-2901. 
 
Best regards 

Johan van Wyk 
 


